
October 1, 1951. 

Dr. B. D. Davis, 
~3. IT, 69 atmet, 
New York 21, N,Y 3 

Thanks for the detailed inforlaELti,on on the mtanta we sent you. 
I don’t know w we hamn’t thought before to change our Group 3 
AA BlixtuM to lmlude pab (Le ., as in Table 3 of the WAwds in AM 808,), 
aiuce thh trollbk8 alway coma up with these mutanti. f dam say we 
have noticed 9 pabmquirernsnt; st least mm of the nuttints do llat 
grow very ml& in our hands on the triple supplement, but our drltarion 
has been the lea& mapplement that tvould give au>derate @~wth. 

I shouldhave .mentfonedalcw thztzmyof thecultures hadbeenisolatod 
and oharacrtar i aed by I?s.~.ertive@ inexperleaued its~iataute, and never 
chwzked a Movr a tym&ine-pml3neless mixture got ti here is hard to under- 
stand, unlesaj of course, the &&nal stock slant was inoculated tuloe. 
f am imlinsd to be aomwhat su~pdciou~ of U,42'7, and wonder if the 
mix- cmld not be a seconds remit of further z&&ion. Have you 
notice? any such z&x diiscre~sncies 3x1 your mtmial. 

PF-4 is a peculiar atrdn, which hae behaved very incon8istenU.y in 
my hnds. At one t&m I thought It ?&ght be cros8-fedb via the ator>e@mrs 
of the $,umbator, by volati indole, of which Pseudom~s le a prolif&c! 
produoer. At gny rate, tests in ltquid w.iim seenaed emewhat more ooaalstent 
than on agar plates, By the bya, Esther 18 puzaling over a K-12 nutant 
that fsila to grow on nutrient agar, but growe welJ, on nutrient broth (lorrr a&), 
or on PEUB agar, Have you ever had dch a beast-? 

f don’t re&ill uhiah veraion of our replica plating proper was rent to 
Aaroa; at any arrte, aa finally written up (for J. Bact. a few gwnths henoe) 
no attempt wae made to collect an exhaustive bibliography on adaptive mmhanlam. 
I did sand an ma. copy to Eagle, however. 

Thla arrangement of our ramding you our diffiorilt auxotroph mtaati 
pleassme very muh, as it removes the great temptation to spend a lot 
of tim on the mutant uharaoters--- wh%h you oan obviously do better. Do 
you mind lf we send you mustrositiea other than cstisticlesa? I do hope 
you do aoaething with PIP-U sonretime. 

Webb haa probably rent out a oimxilar alraady~ if not: the reprint book 
ia out (3.73, uufortuuately), I would greahlg apprcwiate crollerrtiag bk‘ 
reprfnts of q Oenettis 1947 paper from people who ffnd thm sarplus e 
to pumhasr, off the beok. My sunply had gone down to aero. 

Slnusrelyj _ 

J. Ledorbwg 


